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Field Notes:

October 22, 2001

We are not a “scared” nation…
By: Dr. Ernie Flint, Area Agent/Agriculture
Mississippi State University Extension Service
Last time we looked at anthrax and the “reality” that it is a common thing rather than a
monster. The fact that this issue has captivated people all over the nation is understandable in
that it is being forced upon us by someone against our will, however it is relatively insignificant
in light of the dangers we face every day.
I believe we have all faced the fact that if we dwell on the possibilities of being injured or
infected by disease in the normal course of activities we would probably be scared to get out of
bed every morning. Instead of cowering at home, we boldly go about our lives in seeming
oblivion of “everyday” dangers. We have at least subconsciously accepted the fact that at any
time we may be injured or exposed to the dangers of today’s modern world.
At the risk or creating even more paranoia, let’s look at some of the realities we face
every day. In the United States every year, around 43,000 are killed in motor vehicle accidents,
15,000 are killed in falls of one kind or another, over 9,000 die as a result of accidental or
intentional poisoning, 4,000 drown, over 3,000 suffocate, 1,500 die as a result of firearms, 500
die as a result of medically related “accidents”, and 350 or more die from machinery accidents.
Accurate statistics are not available for the number of “injured”, however that number would
almost certainly be several times the total of over 75,000 deaths. That’s about fifteen times the
number killed in the September 11th terrorist attacks.

Now let’s look at disease. Without even considering that a total of over a half-million
deaths were documented in the 2000 National Vital Statistics Report, consider that pneumonia
and influenza caused over 65,000 fatalities, yet we go to our workplaces daily, shop at stores
filled with people, send our kids to school, and in general almost ignore these dangers. Only one
fatality has been attributed to anthrax, and this life could likely have been saved had the cause
been quickly diagnosed. We must prepare ourselves that more people may fall victim to bioterrorism, however our level of preparedness has increased greatly since September 11th.
Thank God that we live in a nation where life is so valued that people are willing to risk
their own for another, yet we have allowed these cowards to alter our everyday lives by mailing a
few letters. I can’t use an appropriate term to identify these subhumans, but if they can use the
excuse of religious fervor as a reason for their actions then they are terribly misguided.
After little more than one month, the horrific events of September 11th have begun to
fade into history, however we must remember that these attacks were the most overt acts of war
ever committed against this nation. Our military services are in harm’s way, yet we have
protesters demonstrating against what we are doing in defense of this nation. The First
Ammendment to our Constitution guarantees these people are free to protest and have their say,
however it’s time we who support this nation show our feelings as well. Maybe we need to have
marches too, however most of us have responsibilities that keep us from participating in such
things, unlike these traitors who obviously have nothing better to do. We can show our
patriotism by continuing to fly the flag, donating to causes that support our country, and praying
to God for victory over our enemies. We owe this to our men and women in uniform.
Thanks for your time.

